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OPEN LETTER TO THE 
SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN OF 
THE NATIONAL GUARD 

Combat is the ultimate team sport; 
it takes a collection of skills, talents, 
and strengths. But most of all, it takes 
people-extraordinary people of courage 
and character who are dedicated to the 
Constitution, and willing to make sacri- 
fices in the service of our Nation. This 
Pride Month, we honor the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender. Queer, and 
Intersex (LGBTOI+) Soldiers and Air- 
men who strengthen our National Guard 
team. 

Its been ten years since Congress 
repealed the “Don't Ask, Don't Tell” 
policy, which barred Gay, Lesbian, and 
Bisexual service members from openly 
serving in the Armed Forces. Its repeal 
signified three things that endure today: 
First, dishonesty has no place in our 
military culture. Second, we honor the 
diversity of our workforce and the power 
that diversity provides. Third-and most 
important-who someone is and whom 
they love has no bearing on their ability 
to serve our Nation. 

It doesn't matter if we're flying sorties 
in the Middle East, or filling sandbags 
in the Midwest-our success depends on 
our strength as a team and our ability to 
work together. Our success depends on 
our people. We stand in solidarity with 
our LGBTQI+ service members, and 
commit to an organization built on inclu- 
sion and dignity for all. It's what it means 
to serve with pride. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel R. Hokanson 

General, U.S. Army 

Chief, National Guard Bureau 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Thank you to Lavender Magazine for its con- 
sistently thorough, honest, coverage of our great 
soldiers and airmen in the Minnesota National 
Guard. Now, more than ever, we need transpar- 
ency and reach out to the citizenry of Minnesota 
regarding exactly who we are as Citizen Airmen 
and Soldiers. We ARE the community, and con- 
stantly strive to represent it, along with its di- 
verse demography, in our ranks. 

Our LGBT members are thriving in our 
units. There is always progress to be made for 
sure, just like in our greater society, but the 
true testament to our ability to not only recruit, 
but retain members of diverse communities, is 
when we see those members rise to positions 
of leadership and command. And we do have 
multiple LGBT Commanders in both the Min- 
nesota Army and Air National Guard! It’s not 
only important for new LGBT Guardsmen to see 
themselves among their peers, but when they 
see themselves in the command positions, it so- 
lidifies the concept of true inclusion. 

The numbers clearly show the higher pro- 
pensity for military service among the LGBT 
population compared to the general population. 
Perhaps it has something to do with their aware- 
ness that their freedoms and rights are not to 
be taken for granted, and that as guardians of 
freedom and the democratic process, they can 
be a part of the protection of those rights. Re- 
gardless, they are high performing, committed, 
selfless servant leaders within our great organi- 
zation, serving their great state and nation. Bra- 
vo Lavender, for highlighting our great LGBT 
warriors! 

Brig Gen Dan Gabrielli 

Assistant Adjutant General-Air 

Minnesota National Guard 


DEAR STEPHEN ROCHEFORD— 
Thank you for sending me a copy of the Lav- 
ender 2021 Pride Edition. I took time this morn- 
ing to review it cover to cover. WOW! It is packed 
with so many great articles, advertisements and 
fun things to do. I saw the MN ARNG advertise- 
ment, and of course the incredible article in the 
Community section by Lavender, “Ten Years 
Later: After the Repeal of ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”. 
I had to thank you for this all-encompassing 
article on matters of importance to the Minne- 
sota National Guard and our State. Kudos to you 
Stephen, all copied on this e-mail that participat- 
ed in this great news story for the MN NG, and 
all of you who are working so hard to make us 
better through diversity, equity, and inclusion. 
I was so touched by the stories shared by Se- 
bastian Nemec and Ashley Priess. And then our 
phenomenal PAO Team to include Maj Nelson, 
MSG Heusdens, SSG Mariette, SFC Houtkooper 
and Mr Housey sharing facts and information 
on our MN NG diversity, state and federal mis- 
sions, environmental initiatives, and priorities 


really amplified so many of our efforts to always 
improve our culture, NG and State. The informa- 
tion on the extremism stand-down training was 
also very relevant. Mr Brezinka’s final quote on 
our sustainable infrastructure success support- 
ing our mission, environment and community 
topped the cake. 

And Lavender’s ending exemplifies the men 
and women of the MN NG’s mission: “From the 
environment to women to the LGBTQ+ commu- 
nity, the MN NG is making its mission clear: It 
is advocating for a future that is better -more di- 
verse and more inclusive—than the past.” 

Well done Mr Rocheford and all copied on 
this e-mail! Thanks for your partnership with 
the MN NG! BRAVO on this article that nailed 
the efforts of a collaborative team led by MG 
Manke! Loved it! 

Brigadier General Sandy Best 

Deputy Adjutant General, Minnesota 

National Guard 

Joint Force Headquarters, 20 West 12th Street, 

St. Paul, MN 55155 


BRIGADIER GENERAL 
SANDY BEST: 


Thank you so much for this wonderful email. 
It is so kind of you to include me in this and I am 
humbled by your words. 

I believe that the personnel serving in uni- 
form are the heroes who should be praised for 
their selflessness, their courage, their loyalty to 
our state and country, and who serve for the bet- 
terment of our common future. No greater ex- 
hortations could be achieved by all our heroes 
in uniform than their service. They, and you, are 
our protectors and the guardians of our future 
as a civil society that is democratically governed 
in the finest traditions of the United States of 
America. 

The study of history ennobles the student 
with the ability to discern those who are work- 
ing toward a positive solution, from those who 
are part of the problem. GEN Hokanson, LTG 
Jensen, MG Manke, BG Gabrielli, the soldiers in 
those stories, all who assisted, and you, are the 
reason we are going forward together. The price 
of greatness is the acceptance of responsibility, 
and all uniformed personnel herein listed, are 
candidates for the best of our species. I doff my 
cap to those who continue to achieve on a day- 
to-day basis making progress in the fight for us 
all, and whose actions demonstrate the courage 
to continue. 

One day at a time, two steps forward, one 
step backwards, continues the rhythm of life. 
We shall persevere in our common endeavors. 

“Success is not final, failure is not fatal; it is 
the courage to continue that counts.” Winston 
Churchill 

God bless you, protect you, and keep you all 
safe from harm. 

Stephen Rocheford E 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


The Never-Ending Search 


While three of this issue's “Books” choices 
covered a near eighty-year timespan, it struck me 
that they each dealt with the human guestions, 
“Who am I?” “Why am I different?” “Am I the only 
one?” “How do you manage to fit in?” 

True, little Jacob, fictional protagonist of Ian 
and Sarah Hoffmans’ Jacob’s School Play Star- 
ring He, She, and They, cannot articulate these 
concerns as adroitly as do grown-up authors Phil- 
lip Truckenbrod (Winterset in Time) and Grace 
Perry (The 2,000s Made Me Gay), but he feels 
them, and could one day pen a memoir defining 
his generation’s solutions. 

Jacob first appeared in Jacob’s Room to Choose, 
and Jacob’s New Dress (“one of the American Li- 
brary Association’s most banned books of the de- 
cade”). “Choose” is a crucial word; not everyone 
has or had a choice, and choices have repercus- 
sions. 

Phillip Truckenbrod grew up in the near- 
idyllic town of Winterset, Ohio, in the shadow of 
that Madison County Courthouse. A shy, intro- 
verted, churchly kid, Truckenbrod preferred the 
background to prominence, enjoyed school, loved 


bicycling, exploring the rural Iowa countryside, 
ever aware he hadn't the kind of interest in girls 
his pubescent peers were showing. Gayness— 
“homosexuality” then—was never mentioned, 
either with family or best friends; any curiosity 
might be taken for admission. Without verbal com- 
munication and a lack of any kind of information 
sources—ask the librarian?—enjoying instant, 
global Internet in the privacy of your room was 
pure science fiction. Young and queer, you were 
hermetically sealed off from knowledge or the 
comfort of other “others.” 

Truckenbrod’s younger brother Richard had 
no unaskable questions, married a “girl,” raised 
a family, was the Winterset Fire Chief, beloved 
by all. While not unbeloved, Phillip moved away 
after college, lived in various big cities and had 
several careers. Yet he, too, found lasting love 
with partner John, their union lasting decades. 
Ingrained values remain. You may leave your 
small town, he writes, but the small town doesn’t 
leave you. 

Between small-town freedoms of the mid- 
20th century and the many choices available to 


real life Jacobs in the dawning third decade of 
this one, Grace Perry grew up in the “aughts,” 
a period presented in her acute, perceptive es- 
says on the time’s pop culture as a deluge of in- 
formation more obfuscating than explicit, more 
red-herring than help for a confused baby dyke. 
Perry watched nearly every episode of every 
show aired during the period, counting some in 
triple digits. Dawson’s Creek, Mean Girls, The Dis- 
ney Channel, Grey’s Anatomy, The L Word...well, 
there were Ls and sex aplenty in that latter, but 
most shows danced around presenting actual, nu- 
anced queer characters, leaving a puzzled teen 
floundering incognito interruptus. 

Truckenbrod’s gay peers were kept under 
wraps, and Perry’s aughts were sent on snipe 
hunts with queer innuendo but no bag. Perry 
confesses now a certain jealousy of the newly- 
minted Jacobs, whose parents and teachers vie to 
pour healing drafts from golden vessels into the 
kiddies' outstretched sippy-cups. Will they reach 
maturity with an inner “small town” to guide them 
true, or does some malicious trickster of their 
own generation await? Only time will tell. E 
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I can't express how excited I 
was when I received this press re- 
lease that was titled “The wait is 
over: Broadway at the Ordway is 
back.” Its the moment I’ve been 
waiting for. The moment when I 
realize that I can safely step back 
into a theatre. The Ordway an- 
nounced the four big musicals 
that would be returning for their 
triumphant return as we begin 
filling the performing arts spaces 
once again. Note that this is spe- 
cifically their Broadway @ the Or- 
dway series, so be sure to follow 
their social media accounts to get 
more updates on future events, 
concerts and performances. I am 
both thrilled, honored and giddy 
about writing this piece so I can 
tell you all about the 2021 — 2022 
Ordway season. 


ARTS & CULTURE | COMING ATTRACTIONS | BY BRETT BURGER 


BROADWAY IS BACK AT THE ORDWAY! 


j de: 
A BROADWAY MUSICAL BAKED FROM 


THE HEART 


WAITRESS 
March 8 - 13, 2022 


Nextto Summer, this is a close second for shows 
Tm most excited for. I remember seeing it when it 
came around last and the music, from singer-song- 
writer Sara Bareilles, is absolutely stunning. With 
songs like “When He Sees Me,” “Opening Up” and 
“She Used to Be Mine,” this musical is full of heart, 
both heartwarming and heartbreaking. It's cen- 
tered around a hardworking woman who is facing 
a life crisis while also finding solace in baking pies. 

According to the press release, the Ordway 
said that, while reopening their doors is a begin- 
ning, health and safety is their top priority. That is 
why the Ordway also said that they will continue to 
follow the latest public safety guidelines from the 
Centers of Disease Control and Prevention and the 
Minnesota Department of Health. Ordway staff will 
wear masks indoors while guests will be encour- 
aged but not required to do the same. For more 
information, visit Ordway.org/reopening. 


FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
Nov. 30 - Dec. 12, 2021 


An absolute classic and perfect show to 
bring the whole family to and just in time for 
the holiday season. This fresh, authentic ver- 
sion of one of the most popular musicals to 
ever hit Broadway is a masterpiece that intro- 
duces a new generation of theatre lovers to this 
incredible story. I saw it the last time it toured 
for the first time and fell in love with the story 
and music. A powerful story about family, mar- 
riage and featuring classics like “Tradition,” 
“If I Were A Rich Man,” “Sunrise, Sunset,” and 
“Matchmaker, Matchmaker” are sure to be 
crowd favorites. 
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SUMMER 


THE DONNA SUMMER MUSICAL 


SUMMER: THE DONNA 
SUMMER MUSICAL 
Dec. 28, 2021 - Jan. 2, 2022 

Originally slated to be here before the pan- 
demic, the musical based on disco diva Donna 
Summer had to cancel and reschedule their 
tour. Thankfully, Minnesotans will still be able 
to dance in their seats to a musical about this 
legendary icon with songs like “Hot Stuff” 
“She Works Hard For The Money” and “Last 
Dance.” If you're a fan of Donna Summer, or 
even disco music, this will be a perfect way to 
ring in the new year. 


AN OFFICER AND A 
GENTLEMAN 
January 20 - 23, 2022 

This uplifting new musical stage adaptation 
of the beloved Oscar-winning film is overflow- 
ing with 1980s hits, including “Owner Of A 
Lonely Heart,” “Something To Talk About,” 
“Higher Love” and the Grammy Award-win- 
ning song, “Up Where We Belong.” To be 
frank, I had no idea there even was a musical 
in the works, so this was a pleasant surprise 
when I found out. A movie night in the future is 
a definite must before seeing this! E 
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ARTS & CULTURE | BY KASSIDY TARALA 


The Present-Day History Of 
The Civil Rights Movement 


The Weisman Art Museum’s new exhibit is highlighting the thousands of police murders of Black people 
each year, mass incarceration, and other forms of systemic racism that persist today. 


For the sake of flow, this should read: "For many white Americans, 
and white Minnesotans in particular, there is a cognitive dissonance 
between slavery, the Jim Crow era, and ongoing systemic racism," says 
Katie Covey Spanier, Director of Public Programs and Student Engage- 
ment for the Wiesman Art Museum (WAM). "When confronted with 
these facts, there can be a level of discomfort. We hope that sitting in 
this discomfort can bring new knowledge, awareness, and perspective." 

WAM’s new art exhibit, “Just Yesterday,” developed by Mike Gaines 
and Maggie Williams, explores the various forms of racism that persist 
in the United States today—from COVID-19, to health care, to educa- 
tion, to policing. 

“Throughout the run of ‘Just Yesterday,’ there will be commis- 
sioned content, calls to action, and workshops by and for BIPOC 
students, scholars, artists, researchers, and community members,” 
Covey Spanier says. “We aim to highlight and support the deep work 
that leaders are doing across campus and in the community to address 
and dismantle the policies, practices, and procedures that continue to 
uphold white supremacy.” 

For example, she adds, the COVID-19 pandemic has brought social 
and racial injustice to the forefront of the public health conversation. 

“The startling and disproportionate death rate among Black 
Americans around the country reveals consistent inequalities in access 
to and quality of healthcare," she says. "Studies have reported that 
one of the key contributing factors to these disparities is the cultural 
incompetence of health care providers. In order to effectively address 
this, Universities like ours need to recruit, train, and retain BIPOC- 
identifying health care providers. We are working with researchers and 
artists from the University of Minnesota Twin Cities, and the Rochester 
Center for Learning Innovation on an arts-based workshop for BIPOC 
medical science students that names instances of racism and bigotry 
that have been built into systems of care, while creating space for heal- 
ing this trauma in both personal and professional practice.” 

The “Just Yesterday” exhibition has a dedicated micro-site with 
deeper information about each of the posters included in the installa- 
tion, as well as a space for community members to share their own “just 
yesterday” story. 

We aim to highlight these community-sourced stories as a source 
of inspiration and reflection, and to challenge the complicity in the act 
of forgetting—the posters highlight acts of systemic racism so recent, 
they really are just yesterday. 

“Our museum, like many others across the country, was at a point 
of deep reflection after the murder of George Floyd. How could we 
make a public statement about our solidarity with the Black Lives 
Matter movement without making space to address our museum’s own 
legacy of colonialism and white supremacy? How could we approach 
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ARTS & CULTURE BY KASSIDY TARALA 


this work through a trauma-informed lens? Furthermore, how could we 
make sure that the work of diversity, eguity, access, and inclusion is pri- 
oritized throughout the entire museum ecosystem? We have spent the 
last year working with and listening to community members on what 
the Weisman means to them and the role that they hope WAM can play 
in their lives,” Covey Spanier adds. 

“Just Yesterday,” and the accompanying programs and initiatives, 
contribute to these efforts that advance the museum's commitment to 
anti-racist, eguity-based action. “We hope that people will walk away 
from the exhibition with an appreciation for the profound ways that 
Black Americans have overcome barriers to shape the landscape of 
U.S. society; we also hope visitors feel compelled to interrogate, gues- 
tion, and take action against systemic racism within their own scope of 
influence,” she adds. 

One ofthe artists who created “Just Yesterday,” art director Mike 
Gaines, says that, in the days following the murder of George Floyd, 
they were tasked with finding a way to raise awareness for and change 
people's perspectives on social injustice. 

“Most of the narrative surrounding the civil rights movement makes 
it seem like an era in the distant past, when in reality, we are still very 
much in the midst of it,” Gaines says. “We wanted to draw attention to 
the recency of these events by juxtaposing them with memorable and 
nostalgic cultural touch points.” 

Gaines says that the messaging of “Just Yesterday” is primarily for 
non-Black people to realize how close we as a society are to Jim Crow 
segregation and other forms of injustice. “We hope that viewers will 
choose to educate themselves further and get involved so that these 
unfortunate occurrences stay in the past,” he adds. 

“People should know that Black people's struggle for eguality has 
lasted centuries and continues to do so. It is often accepted or thought 
that we reached perfect equality with the signing of a certain bill, but 
that is not the case. It helps if people who attend the exhibition are 
familiar with the near universal cultural touch points used in the head- 
lines and visuals as well,” Gaines says. “I think that people who deny 
racism altogether, may be too closed minded to be taught otherwise 
merely by viewing one exhibit. However, I think these pieces can be 
eye-opening to people who have not themselves experienced racism. 
This can also be a wakeup call to people who feel that we are in a ‘post 
racial society.” 

Maggie Williams, copywriter, says that, as a white millennial, she 
feels there is a disconnect between past and present. 

“In the ‘90s, we were taught that it was a battle that had already 
been won in the “60s, but that argument is clearly indefensible,” Wil- 
liams says. “In the wake of George Floyd's murder, we wanted to create 
something with as simple of a message as possible that could be used 
to sharpen peoples’ awareness of the ongoing struggle for racial justice. 
So this isn't a comprehensive look at the state of racism in the United 
States, but it is a framing device for understanding it.” 

Williams says that she hopes a message people take away from the 
exhibit is that legislation is not the same thing as justice. “When a law 
like the Voting Rights Act, for example, gets passed, we cannot reason- 
ably expect that within two generations the conditions that made the 
law necessary have disappeared,” she says. 

“ would like to give a huge shout out to the anti-racist organizers 
and protesters out there in the streets, sometimes risking a lot, to carry 
the message,” she adds. “They are the reason we know about George 
Floyd, and all of the others. They are the reason this work exists.” 

For more information about WAM's “Just Yesterday” exhibition, 
visit wam.umn.edu. E 
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aterfront Dining - 
Dinner With A Mew 


BY HOLLY PETERSON 


After surviving yet another Minnesota 
winter, it is time to enjoy everything that a 
Minnesota summer has to offer. Fishing, boat- 
ing, swimming, paddle boarding: they don't 
call us the Land of 10,000 Lakes for nothing. 
We here at Lavender put together a collection 
of some of our favorite water-side spots to 
enjoy a bite to eat in between all the rest of 
your summer fun. 


WAYZATA OVERLOOKING 
LAKE MINNETONKA 


6Smith 

6Smith offers an unbeatable view of Lake 
Minnetonka — day and night. In the daytime 
hours the patio offers a fun, bustling environ- 
ment. At night, traffic usually slows down, 
transforming the patio into the perfect back- 
drop for a romantic date. 

There is plenty to enjoy offthe menu at 
6Smith. Treat yourself to a refreshing patio 
pounder like the Blueberry Yum Yum or Caribbe- 
an Witch Doctor. 6Smith has plenty of summery 
offerings that will fill you up without dragging you 
down: share the Tuna Poke with your table and 
enjoy the Heirloom Tomato Salad or a Lobster 
Roll for lunch. 6Smith is best known for its tender, 
juicy steaks — all ofwhich are 100% USDA Prime 
Certified Beef. If you have something to celebrate 
order the Mocha Mud Pie to round out your 
meal. Served table side with chocolate and cara- 
mel sauce, this decadent dessert can serve four to 
seven people and makes a great TikTok or Reel. 


ésmith.com 

294 Grove Ln. E. 
Wayzata MN 55391 
(952) 698-7900 
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CoV 

CoV is a bright, airy restaurant with a 
sweeping lake view and a flavor-packed menu, 
making it the perfect spot for sunny lunch or 
weekend brunch. The Wayzata Music Series 
is back at CoV this year and runs through 
September, so check out their website for 
the lineup and enjoy your meal with a side of 
music! 

The CoV’s cocktail menu is tailored to the 
season — we recommend starting with the 
white wine sangria or a Pink Lady (grapefruit 
vodka with rosemary and prosecco). The sea- 
food menu is robust and perfect for summer 
snacking, ranging from crab legs and oysters 
to all your favorite specialty sushi rolls: includ- 
ing the Wayzata, which is a creative blend of 
lobster, tuna, and shrimp with a healthy dose 
of spicy mayo. 


covwayzata.com 
700 Lake St E. 
Wayzata, MN 55391 
(952) 473-5253 


Photo courtesy Of 


Gianni's Steakhouse & Seafood 

Gianni’s Steakhouse & Seafood recently 
completed two construction projects: a 
gorgeous new patio out front and a private 
dining space next door called One Door West. 
Although not on the lake itself, you can dock 
your boat across the street and walk over for 
dinner. They also offer dockside to go if you 
are hungry but do not want to leave the lake. 

Gianni’s has plenty of perfect summery 


cocktails, but even on the hottest summer 
days the Gianni’s Old Fashioned is a best 
seller. Gianni’s hosts wine tastings throughout 
the year — they just had a rosé tasting at the 
end of June — so keep your eye on their social 
media for the next tasting. Personally, I can 
never resist their unbelievably tender steaks 
and the rich, succulent lobster mac. 


giannis-steakhouse.com 
635 Lake St. E. 

Wayzata, MN 55391 
(952) 404-1100 


MPLS., ST. PAUL, HASTINGS 
OVERLOOKING THE 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER 


Photo courtesy of Gify House 


Red River Kitchen at City House 

Red River Kitchen at City House is an 
aesthetic treat. Located right on the Min- 
nesota River in a retired grain elevator, this 
restaurant is decorated in a minimalist, urban 
decay style that accentuates the natural beauty 
of the river. 

There are plenty of fun drink options at 
Red River Kitchen, from kiddie cocktails and 
lemonade to sangria, seltzers, and a tasty 
cucumber and basil gin and tonic. We recom- 
mend trying the St. Paul Nachos — their base 
of crunchy, house made chips is perfectly 
complemented by the generous helping of 
chicken or pork, queso blanco, pico de gallo 
and cilantro. That said, every choice is a good 
choice at Red River Kitchen. The plant-based 
burger is hearty, the Cubano is flavorful, and 
the tacos and — well they're tacos. 


cityhousemn.com 
258 Mill St. 
St Paul, MN 55102 
Lock & Dam Eatery 
Lock & Dam Eatery is an award-winning 
restaurant in Hastings with a great view of the 
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Mississippi River and live music every Sunday 
from 3-6 pm. Itis worth a daytrip just for the 
restaurant, but planning your visit around the 
car show, which occurs on the third Sunday of 
every month, is a fun way to make a day out 
ofit. 

One of our favorite drinks at Lock £ Dam 
Eatery is the Watermelon Jalapeno Mar- 
garita, which uses a fresh watermelon puree 
as a base. The Gringo's Nachos won a local 
award last year: unsurprising, considering the 
tasty combination of cajun chicken, mango 
pico, and gueso. We also cannot recommend 
Grandma's Chocolate Cake strongly enough. 
This Ghiradelli chocolate masterpiece is a 
well-beloved birthday treat in Hastings. 


lockanddameatery.com 
101 2nd St. E. 
Hastings, MN 55033 
[651] 319-0906 


Wilde Café & Spirits 

Wilde Café & Spirits has been a Minneapo- 
lis staple for several years, and with its lovely, 
shaded views of the Mississippi River, the 
Stone Arch Bridge, and the city skyline, along 
with the fantastic people watching opportuni- 
ties from their patio in St. Anthony Main, it's 
easy to see why. Owners Kim Anderson and 
Daniel Dominik bought the restaurant in April 
2018 from Tom DeGree and Dean Schlaak, 
and have since put their own unique stamp 
on it while at the same time keeping much of 
the former feel of Oscar Wilde-like Victorian 
decadence. 

Wilde Café offers an array of mouthwater- 
ing flatbreads, refreshing salads, burgers and 
sandwiches to choose from, along with their 
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signature crab cakes. However, Oscar's Gelato 
Micro Creamery is sure to be a summer favor- 
ite as you relax in the covered patio, sipping 
one oftheir signature “Golden Girls” cocktails 
and watching passersby on a delightful and 
always too-short Minnesota summer evening. 
All of the gelatos are made in-house, one batch 
at a time, and reflect a delicious variety of 
seasonal flavors. 


www. wildecafe.com 
65 SE Main St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 


STILLWATER OVERLOOKING 
ST. CROIX RIVER 


Hotel Crosby - Matchstick Grill 

Matchstick Grill at Hotel Crosby has one 
of the largest spirits collections in Midwest — 
and they are rapidly approaching a similarly 
impressive wine collection. Matchstick Grill 
hosts regular Tuesday night spirit tastings 
and specialty wine nights in tandem with local 
vineyard 7 Vines. These events are regularly 
announced on social media, so make sure you 
follow them to stay in the loop. 

The Matchstick Grill menu prioritizes 
locally sourced food. The brussels sprouts are 
a perfect appetizer for sharing and the short 
rib is as delicious as it is large. We recom- 
mend ordering a couple desserts and sharing 
them around your table. The crusted plantains 
served with coconut ice cream and pecan pie 
with a side of maple bourbon whipped cream 
are irresistible. 


matchstickgrill.com 
232 Main St. N. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651) 571-0111 
Papa's Rooftop 

Papa’s Rooftop is the one of three restau- 
rants at the historic Water Street Inn. This roof 
top venue offers an unbeatable view of the St. 
Croix River and its garden is both beautiful and 
functional — many of the herbs and vegetables 


are used in Papa’s Rooftop signature dishes. 
Enjoy a St. Croix Spritz or a Tuscan Pear 
as you peruse the menu. Both are popular 
limoncello-based cocktails and make perfect 
summer sippers. We recommend sharing the 
Goat Cheese dip, which is a baked goat cheese 
topped with fresh tomato and basil. Papa’s 
Rooftop is beloved for their delectable selec- 
tion of hand tossed pizzas. Our personal favor- 
ites are the Margherita and Pesto Chicken. 


waterstreetinn.us/papas-rooftop 
101 Water St. S. Rooftop, 
Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 439-6000 


Freight House 

The Freight House has a broad appeal. Not 
only is it a nationally recognized historic build- 
ing, it also has an 8,000 square foot patio just 
off the St. Croix River and hosts a DJ every 
Friday and Saturday from 10pm-2 am. 

Freight House offers an extensive array 
of summery drinks, from beer to bubbly wine 
to mules, margaritas, and several specialty 
drinks that are served in a pineapple. Re- 
cently, Freight House added a smoker to their 
kitchen, which means house-smoked chicken 
wings, house-smoked pastrami on the Manhat- 
tan Pastrami Sandwich, and house smoked 
chicken and pork carnitas in the Freight 
House tacos. You can even order some house- 
smoked pig ears for your furry friends! 


thefreighthouse.com 
305 Water St. S. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651) 439-5718 4 
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Packin 
The Pertect 
Pride Picnic 


BY HOLLY PETERSON 


Picnic season is upon us. There is no better time of year to pack a 
basket or a backpack full of goodies and enjoy them somewhere scenic. 
There is no one way to do a picnic. You might prefer a picnic out on the 
water, at the end of a hike, at your favorite local park — or even in your 
own backyard. The rules are just as lax when it comes to the food you 
pack. Whether your ideal picnic features sandwiches, salads, or some- 
thing in the charcuterie family, we have several local grocery stores and 
delis that will help you craft your best picnic yet. 


THE GROCER'S TABLE 


The Grocer's Table is a market, café and wine bar located on the 
edge of Lake Minnetonka. This little grocery store is a perfect one-stop- 
shop for premade treats and picnic staples. Recently The Grocer's Table 
introduced their Family Style Menu, which, among other things, fea- 
tures three different charcuterie boards that can bring a special flair to 
your next picnic. Each board serves 8-10 people and includes a fresh 
baguette along with various meats, cheeses, and pickles. The Grocer's 
Table also offers several heartier spreads with BBQ or brunch items. 
For the perfect finishing touch, we recommend getting one of the re- 
freshing cocktail mixes that The Grocer's Table carries. 

Once you have your meal prepped, you can meander across the 
street and enjoy your picnic in the green space at the park. The Gro- 
cer's Table also provides dockside delivery, so call in an order and get a 
ready-made meal next time you are out enjoying the lake. 


thegrocerstablemn.com 
326 Broadway Ave. S. 
Wayzata, MN 55391 
[952] 466-6100 


MINNYROW MARKET 


MinnyRow Market is a small, family-owned grocery store and deli. 
This Hopkins favorite focuses on locally sourced and ethically produced 
foods and operates with a mission to bring its community together 
through food. 

You can always find a fun new arrangement of cheese and cured 
meat at MinnyRow Market. They have a rotating spread from Red Table 
Meats that can be combined to make a fun charcuterie spread personal- 
ized to your taste. There are also plenty of made to order salads, sand- 
wiches, soups, and pizza available at MinnyRow. All items are chock full 
of fresh, local ingredients and there are always vegan and gluten-free 
options available. 
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MinnyRow sells delicious non-alcoholic beverages like iced tea (try 
Jinx) and soda (Spring Grove is a favorite). If you are looking for an 
alcoholic option, they recommend checking out the canned wine from 
The Vine Shop next door. Each can contains two glasses, so they are 
perfect for sharing! 

There are several large parks nearby, with the Downtown Park being 
the closest. If you time your visit well, you might even be able to catch 
some music onstage. 


minnyrow.com 
740 Mainstreet 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
(952) 426-0981 


BRODERS’ CUCINA ITALIANA 

Broders’ has a long history in South Minneapolis dating all the way 
back to 1982. All three restaurants on the corner of 50th and Penn (Brod- 
ers’ Pasta Bar, Terzo, and Broders’ Cucina Italiana) belong to the same 
family. All three spots are worth a visit, but if you are preparing for a 
picnic, it is the Cucina Italiana that you want to visit. 

Stock up on Italian cheeses and charcuterie, rosemary spiced al- 
monds, olives, fresh focaccia bread and the ever-popular Fulton Flat- 
bread. The Antipasti Kit is also the perfect addition to any picnic. There 
are also plenty of pizza, salads, and sandwiches available. The South Jer- 
sey Hoagie has been a long-standing crowd favorite and you can never 
go wrong with the New York style pizza. 

There are lots of great picnicking spots near Broders’: you can 
choose between a beachy picnic at Lake Harriet, a sun-dappled snack 


session at Lynnhurst Park, or just take a little drive to Minnehaha Creek 
West Park! 


broders.com 

2308 W 50th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55410 
(612) 925-3113 


ST. PAUL CHEESE SHOP 

The St. Paul Cheese Shop is the Mac-Groveland outpost of France 44 
Cheese & Meat. The St Paul Cheese Shop has a smaller footprint, but 
still stocks the same delicious meats, cheeses, and grocery items as its 
sister across the river. 

There are plenty of mouth-watering combos to be made from the fare 
at St. Paul Cheese Shop, and if you ask for recommendations, you are 
practically guaranteed to be introduced to something new and delight- 
ful. When we asked for suggestions, we were recommended a crusty 
baguette from Rose St Patisserie in St Paul, triple crème Briilat Savarin, 
and local Red Table Salami with a brownie butter crispie for dessert and 
a refreshing Spindrift seltzer to wash it all down. 

There are several nearby green spaces if you want to go straight to 
your picnic, but we recommend taking a short drive to College Park in 
the St Anthony neighborhood of St Paul. It is perfect for a summertime 
picnic with its long, sloped meadow and shady trees. 


stpaulcheeseshop.com 
1573 Grand Ave. 


St Paul, MN 55105 LC 
(651) 698-3391 Bees, ofSt. Paul hee 
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Pride 
Is Better 
With 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Bootlegger Brewing donates kegs of 
kombucha to the annual Pride Dabbler. 
Here’s how to enjoy some refreshing 
sips this summer. 


Maybe it's the sugar, the fruit, or the fun tingly feeling I get in my 
nose, but whatever it is, I absolutely love kombucha. I enjoy a nice tall re- 
freshing glass of lemon kombucha on a hot summer day (my apartment 
doesn't have A/C, so let's just say a lot of kombucha has been consumed 
lately...), a can of berry kombucha on the lawn of St. Paul's recently 
reopened Keg and Case Market, or a bottle of ginger kombucha when I 
have an upset stomach. 

Whatever the occasion, I am a strong believer that some ice cold 
kombucha will improve it. And Bootlegger Brewing Kombucha is proof 
of that. 

“Our culture has been in the family for almost fifty years now. Start- 
ing on the hippie/biker side of the family up in Alaska, and following 


rover. Photos courtesy of Bootlegger Br 


them to Hawaii, Colorado, and now here in Minnesota, where we started 
Bootlegger,” says owner Jake Haneman. “I always thought our booch 
tasted much different than other local and national brands, and in 2016 
we had a chance to get ours genetically sequenced and compared to 100 
other brews. Ours came back significantly different than any of the other 
brews, meaning we have different strains of yeasts and probiotic bacteria 
that ferment our tea and sugar. The result is a slower fermentation, lower 
sugar, and a smooth, never “vinegary,” sweet/tart flavor.” 

My personal favorite Bootlegger Brewing kombucha is the Lookout 
Lemon Berry, but any flavor is a refreshing choice for these hot summer 
days. Right now, Bootlegger Brewing doesn't have a lot going on, but 
Haneman says they're hoping to be present at the Pride Dabbler event 


OPEN UP A CAN OF UFF DA 


BOOTLEGGER 
KOMBUCHA NOW 
AVAILABLE IN CANS! 


P 


LOOK FOR US AT 
YOUR LOCAL GROCER 
OR BREWERY! 


WWW.BOOTLEGGERKOMBUCHA.COM 


20 | LAVENDER | JULY 1-14, 2021 


d 


er 


DINING 2019 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/SUBSCRIBE 


again, which will be on June 16. 

“Its definitely one of our favorite events of 
the summer,” Haneman says of the Pride Dab- 
bler event. 

For the month of Pride, no flavor is a better 
fit than Legendary Lavender, which happens to 
be Haneman's personal favorite. 

“Make a quick simple syrup with blueber- 
ries, lavender flowers, and sugar. Boil gently 
for a bit, strain it, and keep itin a jar in the 
fridge. Pour some lavender booch over ice, 
add a few spoonfuls of syrup, and if you want 
to get fancy, add a mint sprig,” he says. “I also 
don't mind throwing some local vodka in with 
that as well, but more and more, I’m enjoying 
‘mocktails’ as my go-to.” 

If you’re more of a quick grab-and-go kom- 
bucha drinker (welcome to the club), Hane- 
man says you can pick up some fresh or frozen 
mango, salt the rim of a glass with Tajin, and 
fill it with the Hearty Woodsman Ginger kom- 
bucha. Then just garnish with a lemon wedge 
or a Tajin-dusted mango. It’s like summer in 
your mouth! 

For more information about Bootlegger 
Brewing Kombucha, visit bootleggerkombu- 
cha.com. E 
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Starting 
Summer 


The temperatures are rising and you are 
getting ready to relax with a glass of chilled 
wine in hand or entertaining with family 
while they do the same. This ‘must-have’ list 
of wines for the summer months will help 
you pair various types of fare, from BBQ 
to freshly-caught fish, to make your event 
special. 


E 
To start your gathering off on | | 
the right foot, serve a Rose. This 
wonderful Rose comes from the 
southeast area of France known TC 
as Provence. This refreshing s 
wine is the way to go. The region : 
of Provence has perfected the 
art of making Rosé wines. We 
recommend St Sidoine Cotes de 
Provence Rose. MD. 


RA ob KD > 


Planning on grilling something 
a bit lighter? Try pairing a New 
Zealand Sauvignon Blanc with fish 
or shellfish. The citrusy bouquet 
that Kiwi Sauvignon Blanc has 
y will marry brilliantly with lighter, 
we) flaky fish, seafood or even a light 
refreshing cool salad. Try Silver 
Beach Sauvignon Blanc. 


While many people opt for white 
or Rosé wines as the thermometer 
rises, red wines certainly have 
their place as well. When pairing 
wine with barbecued meats, look 
for a medium to full-bodied red 
wine with a bit of spice. Malbec 
from Argentina is just that wine. 
Full-bodied, full of fruit, and finishes 
with tones of black pepper—perfect 
for any heavy meat or vegetable 
coming off the grill. Aguaribay 
Malbec is a favorite. 


Haskell’s 
The Wine People! 


PURVEYORS OF DISTILLED SPIRITS, CRAFT 
BREWS, AND THE FINEST WINE. THE TWIN CITIES 
WINE MERCHANT, SINCE 1934. 


WWW.HASKELLS.COM 
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Madeline 
(Island)! 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


For Foodie Adventure in La Pointe, WI, 
Just Add Water —Lots and Lots of Water 


You stand, excited to be there, but also wanting to arrive at the next 
there. 

You feel the shift of the deck beneath you, as if you're standing on a 
table cloth when a magician whips it fro. A cool not-wind finds, brushes 
your face, then your neck...then it finds, brushes the half-ordered mish- 
mash of bicycles and cars and smiling, expectant faces that surround 
you. 

Like all of the best stories, yours begins on a ferry —that is, a mostly- 
flat boat delivering you from Bayfield, Wisconsin, to your destination, 
your next there”. 

You look around. Beyond the bikes and cars and smiles, pale trian- 
gles slice the ubiquitous blue like shark teeth without sharks. Sailboats 
on the water, you realize. 

You look forward. A gigantic hooked index finger, beckons you like a 
favorite ogre aunt. The destination's dock has snared your attention. Be- 
yond the dock, ivory rectangles wiggle against verdant circles; houses 
and trees jostling for shoreline. 

The sun lends the place its glow, or perhaps the place simply takes 
the glow — elegant gold shafts extracted from the glistening sky, evoking 
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your objective's original, Ojibwe name, Mooningwanekaaning. 

The deck shifts again, the cool not-wind ceases its invisible massage. 
You've arrived. 

Before you lies Wisconsin's Madeline Island, which, according to its 
website (www.madelineisland.com), “is the largest island of the Apostle 
Islands, located in Lake Superior in Wisconsin.” Here, outdoorsy options 
abound: “Hike, bike, kayak, swim, canoe, golf, nap, read, shop, and dine.” 

While you shuffle from boat to dock, an existential growl asserts 
itself just beneath your sternum, informing you that that last option 
should be addressed first. 

Happily, your newly-acquired location can oblige. As the Chamber of 
Commerce puts it, “Virtually all our dining locations offer a sunset view 
overlooking the lake, and some can claim every seat in the house is a 
window seat! Eat indoors or outdoors at most places on the island and 
expect live music on a regular basis during the summer months. This is 
the stuff vacations are made of!” 

It's no wonder that you've got plenty of choices, as the landmass in 
front of you is “roughly the size of Manhattan,” according to Sharon Zan- 
to, Executive Director of the Madeline Island Chamber of Commerce. 

One ofthe most popular Madeline Island's eateries might sound out- 
of-place in such a geography. Farmhouse (www.farmhousemadelineis- 
land.com/), as its name implies, claims a simple core principle: “Source 
the ingredients from as near as possible, as organic as possible, and al- 
ways cook from scratch.” Of course, when your location is an island, 
“near” is a pretty specific term. “What we don't grow or forage on Mad- 
eline Island,” they go on, “we source from farms and producers in the 
Cheguamegon Bay area.” 

Once the food, whatever its form, is collected, the real fun starts. 


“Farmhouse is a kitchen, inn, and farm on Madeline Island that strives 
to provide a genuine from-scratch experience for our community and 
guests alike,” professes self-styled boss, Lauren Schuppe. “Ever growing 
and evolving we are reaching a stride in making the various aspects of 
our vision work together while keeping local food, community engage- 
ment and respect for the land at the forefront. Good food, great hospital- 
ity in a beautiful setting.” 

If you took a survey at the Farmhouse during Wisconsin’s warm- 
est months, you'll find yourself in the presence of company that’s equal 
parts local and exotic. Says Schuppe, “We switch up what we do in the 
summer versus winter to provide for our community in different ways.” 

The colder months act as tourist kryptonite, the island’s visitors 
yielding the Farmhouse to her citizens. “In winter, we do bingo nights 
and make school lunch for the elementary students, so very community- 
orientated,” Schuppe reports. “In the summer, we mainly do brunch, ca- 
ter and provide for our inn guests.” 

A dozen other eateries appear on the Chamber of Commerce’s web- 
site, varying in fare from lunch pail to froo-froo, from bakery to bar food, 
and from coffee house to wine bar. Two anecdotal favorites include Cafe 
Seiche, built around rock star chef Chris Wolfe and her team of profes- 
sionals who craft “exciting daily offerings focused on local farming and 
agriculture,” featuring daily selections inspired by local farms. “We try to 
craft the menu with the seasons’ best choices, working with local organic 
farmers to get our meats, cheeses, and produce,” Chris Wolfe testifies. 
“We get our fresh trout and whitefish from Lake Superior.” 

And for the discerning diner who prefers chewing and swallowing on 
her feet, there’s Jody’s Food Truck, also known as Rock House, which, 
despite its potentially-ambulant condition, can be dependably found on 


Main Street, thriving within the (figurative) shadow of the ferry that de- 
livered you. 

Having properly silenced your midriff, you’re now free to regale 
yourself of your surroundings’ other gifts which can be summed up suc- 
cinctly. “In one word, beauty,” reports Sharon Zanto. “Natural beauty is 
bountiful on the island, between Big Bay State Park, and its majestic cliff 
views, it truly is a hiker’s paradise.” 

And that’s not all: the bicycles which ferried with you might well move 
to the fore of your Madeline Island visit, as might your bathing suit, para- 
sol, or kayak paddle. “Big Bay Town Park has an extensive sandy beach, 
and nestled right next to the lake is a nature lover’s dream, Big Bay La- 
goon,” confirms the Commissioner. “Pair our natural beauty with amazing 
restaurants, shops, and galleries, there's something for everyone!” E 


Madeline Island Chamber of Cafe Seiche 
Commerce 794 Main St. 
P0. Box 274 La Pointe, WI 54850 


(715) 747-2033 
www.cafeseiche.com 


La Pointe, W| 54850 

(715) 747-2801 
vacationldmadelineisland.com 
www.madelineisland.com/madeline- 


Rock House/Jody’s Food Truck 


island 730 Main St. 

La Pointe, WI 54850 
Farmhouse (715) 747-2325 
858 Main St. www.facebook.com/ 


La Pointe, WI 54850 groups/1420782621338239 
Madeline Island 

(715) 747-3276 

www. farmhousemadelineisland. 
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Aging on its own should never be an excuse to not get out and enjoy 
life. It’s an unfortunate situation for many seniors, however—especially 
among our LGBTQ elders who often have fewer settings in which they 
feel comfortable being their true selves. 

Prime Timers Minneapolis/St. Paul works to ensure that LGBTQ 
seniors in the Twin Cities have access to numerous social gatherings 
with their peers on a monthly basis. These can help create and maintain 
a rich, inclusive and welcoming social circle. Members enjoy monthly 
breakfasts, Zoom conversations, book club meetings, coffee meet-ups 
and other chances to get out and have a chance to laugh, talk, reminisce, 
connect with old friends and make new friends. 

Here are just a few of the offerings! 


SATURDAY MORNING MAPLE GROVE 
BREAKFAST 

July 3 ° 9-11 AM 

Meet up at The Original Pancake House, 6322 Vinewood Ln. N., Ma- 
ple Grove, MN 55322 for lots of laughs and conversation over a hearty 
breakfast that never disappoints. 


A CELEBRATION OF FRIENDS KLASSIC COFFEE 


KLATCH 

July 3 ° 10-11 AM 

Join our weekly Zoom call for conversation and socialization with a 
worldwide group of senior gay men run by Tom Pence (aka “Tomcat”). 


2ND SATURDAY BREAKFAST - HIGHLAND 


PARK AREA BAKER'S SOUARE 

July 10 e 8:45—11 AM 

Got pie? Baker's Sguare does! Join us at the Highland Park area Bak- 
er's Sguare (2239 Ford Parkway) for a relaxed, casual meal over a great 
cup of coffee. Off-street parking is available, as well as MTC Bus Routes 
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#23, 46, 74, 84, and the A-Line. Be sure to get there early so you can sit 
with the group and not miss out on the fun. 


A CELEBRATION OF FRIENDS KLASSIC COFFEE 


KLATCH 
July 10 e 10-11 AM 
Visit our website for details on joining the Zoom meeting. 


THURSDAY WEEKDAY BREAKFAST 

July 15 e 9-11 AM e Perkins Restaurant 

Need a weekday pick-me-up with a great group of like-minded 
friends? Come on out to Perkins Restaurant & Baker at 8324 Lyndale, 
Ave., Bloomington, MN 55420. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON COFFEE AT WILDE 


CAFE 

July 15 © 2—4 PM 

A Twin Cities staple, Wilde Café provides a comfortable, inclusive, 
welcoming space for community members to gather and enjoy a hot 
drink, a decadent gelato or a tasty plate of appetizers to share. Street 
parking, ramp parking, and bus routes 4, 6, 11 and 61 are available. 


SAVE THE DATE! PRIME TIMERS MSP 


ANNIVERSARY PICNIC 

August 15 * 5-9 PM e Details to be determined 

Covid may have curtailed most events in 2020, but 2021 is time to 
break out and enjoy socializing again. All Covid precautions will be taken 
to make certain that the event is safe, sanitary, fun and accessible to all. 

For details on these events, as well as many others, be sure to check 
out the Prime Timers Minneapolis/St. Paul website at www.primetim- 
ersmsp.com E 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS | BY BRETT BURGER 


Looking Back at 40 Years of HIV 


During the month of Pride, we celebrate 
and remember both the triumphs we've made 
as a community and the sorrows we've shared. 
In June, many queer people think of Stonewall. 
However, there is another date that celebrated 
its 40th anniversary that not many know about. 
On June 5, 2021, the CDC announced the first 
official reporting of five cases of what eventually 
became known as Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS) and what is now HIV Stage 
III. Over the course of 40 years, more than 32 
million people have died from HIV worldwide. 

This is an important topic worldwide but es- 
pecially to the queer community which is why I 
was able to talk with the Executive Director for 
Clare Housing, Phoebe Trepp. Clare Housing's 
main belief is that they can create an AIDS-free 
future generation through the provision of high 
guality and appropriate housing. They serve low 
income people who have HIV and help approxi- 
mately 300 people, both children and adults, 
in their housing per year. Every year approxi- 
mately 90% of the residents at Clare Housing 
have an undetectable viral load (and remember 
undetectable = untransmittable). Clare Housing 
also provides housing for people who are highly 
disabled and who are unfortunately nearing the 
end of their lives and need the care of health 
care providers 24/7. 

“We believe that ineguities seen in our world 
have contributed to the ineguities we see in HIV, 
namely that people of color, men who identify as 
gay or bi, and people of low income are dramati- 
cally and disproportionately impacted by HIV,” 
said Trepp. “Systemic racism and homophobia 
contribute to the HIV epidemic, and our work 
involves creating desirable housing for people 
with HIV who have no other options to find a 
stable home.” 

While helping those in need is vital, it’s also 
important to continue educating the public on 
HIV/AIDS. That is why I asked Trepp what 
were some of the biggest misconceptions that 
people have about this topic. Trepp said that 
there were two prevalent misconceptions that 
they, as an organization, are trying to combat. 

“One is the ongoing stigma and belief that 
people living with HIV or AIDS can pass the 
virus through simple skin to skin contact with 
others, or even through secondary contact with 
a physical object,” Trepp explained. “This false 
belief is detrimental to both parties and is simply 
not true.” 

It’s honestly surprising to me that people still 
believe this misconception, and I was shocked 
to hear it. It seemed like that was a theory or 
belief that people had back in the 80s like when 
Princess Diana visited an AIDS ward in the late 
1980s. It was a scene even recreated in Netflix's 
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The Crown after Diana visited and hugged a 
young boy. 

“The other misconception we've seen arise is 
that HIV is a thing of the past, that HIV has been 
solved and resolved,” Trepp said. “HIV is now 
treatable, but it is alive and active in our commu- 
nities. More education around preventing HIV is 
still an urgent need in order to slow the spread 
of the virus.” 

With the 40th anniversary this year, I asked 
Trepp about how far we’ve come and to reflect 
on this more. It was then when they said that 
that Clare Housing was actually founded during 
the beginning of the HIV crisis when there were 
effectively no treatments. Trepp told me about 
how the work that was being done at that time 
was end of life care for those who had nowhere 
else to go. It was truly the goodness in people’s 
hearts that started Clare Housing, and the peo- 
ple who started the work were volunteers and 
opened up their family homes to care for a few 
dying people at a time. These people were met 
with compassion and the respect they deserved. 

In the mid-90s, a new medication began to 
emerge which could extend and improve the 
health of people with this virus. That was when 
Clare invested in their first long-term perma- 
nent supportive and affordable housing apart- 
ment building. 

“People were eager to live in a place where 
they would be not just welcomed but celebrated, 
and where they could get assistance with man- 
aging medications and other related needs,” 
Trepp said. “Some of our first residents...are 
still alive there today, leading happy healthy 
lives. Over the course of the last 20 years Clare 
has built and is operating four large apartment 
buildings and over fifty scattered site units for 
families, couples and individuals.” 

As I scroll through social media every week 
it seems like a new breakthrough has occurred 
for HIV/AIDS. Whether it’s a new study, drug 
or some sort of medical journal reporting the 
effects of something on the virus, things are 
happening. I wanted to know if a vaccine or cure 
could be found in the next decade, 20 years or 
even in this lifetime. Trepp spoke about how it 


all depended on how many resources are devot- 
ed to finding a vaccine or cure. PrEP and PEP 
are opportunities to stay safe from a potential 
exposure to HIV and other medications are now 
so effective that 90% of Clare Housing have an 
undetectable viral load which means that they 
cannot pass HIV to others. 

“Despite these incredible improvements we 
continue to see new cases every year here in 
MN and worldwide,” Trepp explained. “We must 
continue to advocate for the resources needed, 
both to house and provide care for people who 
have HIV/AIDS, and in conducting research un- 
til we find a vaccine or cure.” 

With the new administration taking over ear- 
lier this year, Trepp and I discussed what they 
can do to help. It’s vital that funding and policy 
are both important parts of building a future 
HIV-free generation, and that is a testament to 
how Clare Housing demonstrates first hand that 
without housing, the epidemic will continue to 
spread. 

This year, Clare Housing advocated for over 
$600 million to go towards an essential HIV 
housing related funding source, known as HOP- 
WA. The Biden administration ended up budget- 
ing $400 million. 

“There are also important local and fed- 
eral policy issues impacting the future of HIV,” 
Trepp continued to explain. “HIV continues to 
escalate at a disproportionate rate among people 
of color and men who identify as gay or bi. Poli- 
cies need to ensure that people with HIV have 
access to high quality and appropriate treatment 
and housing where they can access treatment.” 

The last thing Trepp said in our interview 
was that there is much work to be done, but 
much promise on the horizon if we continue this 
work together. Clare Housing often has more 
people on their waiting list than they have units 
which is why it’s vital to help continue helping. If 
you're able to donate, please visit their website 
www.clarehousing.org because everyone with 
HIV deserves a place that they can call home. E 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Leather and Aging 


Let me begin this column with what some 
might consider a five-letter word that's taboo: 
A-G-I-N-G. I’ve been thinking a fair amount 
about aging lately, especially as it relates to the 
leather/BDSM /fetish community. 

I have written in this column about leath- 
er and aging before (in 2001, 2002, and 2007). 
But two things have prompted me to revisit 
the topic. One thing was a conversation I had 
with several other people at the last in-person 
leather event I attended in 2020. That was the 
Mr. Twin Cities Leather contest, the evening 
of Saturday, Feb. 15th. During conversation 
after that contest, several people were talking 
about starting a discussion group for leather- 
folk of a certain age. “I’m interested,” I said, 
“please let me know when it gets going.” And 
then . . . well, we all know what happened 
next. 

The other thing that has prompted me to 
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think about leather and aging was Patrick Scul- 
ly’s recent virtual show, “The 3rd Act,” presented 
by Illusion Theater. In this play Scully asks him- 
self: “Can I embrace becoming old, particularly 
in this ageist society?” Both Scully's play and the 
virtual audience discussion that followed were 
extremely interesting and thought-provoking. 
Scully talked about the play as something of a 
work in progress. If he presents it again, I highly 
recommend going to see it, whatever your age. 
(At this writing, a video of the virtual audience 
discussion is still available online at www.illu- 
siontheater.org/the-3rd-act ) 

Having hung around the leather/BDSM/ 
fetish community for quite a few years, I have 
seen a lot of what makes this community tick. 
One thing that makes it tick is respect for age 
and experience. This respect is, to a great ex- 
tent, baked into leather culture— the impor- 
tance and centrality of mentoring in our com- 


munity’s culture translates to respect for age 
and experience. 

Those of us who are older, including your 
humble columnist, still have to deal with age- 
ism in other places. But it’s nice to know that in 
leather we have to deal with it less. 

In some ways age is irrelevant in this com- 
munity—or, at least, age is not as important as 
other qualities and aspects of peoples’ charac- 
ter. Young, old, and in-between are all respect- 
ed and accommodated. One interesting thing 
about leather is that it decouples chronological 
age and age in the community, also known as 
experience. A person who might still be consid- 
ered young chronologically, but who has been 
in the community for a long time, may mentor 
a newcomer who is chronologically older. And 
that’s no big deal—it’s just the way the commu- 
nity and the culture works. 

I think elders are respected more in the 
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leather community than in the general culture. 
We respect our elders for their stories, their 
wisdom, their experience, their history, and 
their perseverance. We seek out our more ex- 
perienced members for discussion panels and 
for educational presentations on history, cul- 
ture, and technigue. Many younger members 
of the community truly understand that they 
have benefited from their elders’ efforts of 
blazing new trails. We leatherfolk might have 
something to teach the general culture about 
anti-ageism. 

Here's a concrete example of anti-ageism in 
the leather/BDSM/fetish community: I once 
attended a workshop on the subject of “geri- 
atric dungeons.” First, the fact that “geriatric 
dungeons” were even being talked about lends 
credence to the fact that getting older does 
not have to mean giving up sexual activity or 
BDSM activity. Second, talking about “geri- 
atric dungeons” is a mark of respect for older 
members of the community —the community 
values them enough to want to include them 
in dungeon play, and the community is willing 
to adapt dungeon spaces to make this possible. 
Third, one of the conclusions of the workshop 


was that creating dungeons that worked better 
for more mature players actually meant creat- 
ing dungeons that worked better for everyone, 
of any age. 

Another example of leather respect for ma- 
turity: The Knights of Leather, a Twin Cities- 
based leather club, hosts an annual run called 
Tournament. The run is held in a beautiful rus- 
tic setting. But some of us who once enjoyed 
“roughing it” by sleeping in rustic cabins are 
no longer able to do that. 

So, for many years, Tournament has fea- 
tured the Elderhostel guest house for some of 
the more mature people attending the run. For 
these more mature people, the amenities pro- 
vided by the Elderhostel make the difference 
between being able to keep attending Tourna- 
ment and having to give it up. The existence of 
the Elderhostel also considerably broadens the 
age range of people seen at Tournament. Here 
is one measure of the Elderhostel's success: 
There is a waiting list to get in. 

The same respect for maturity is evident at 
leather contests. Every year, for example, the 
contestants at the International Mr. Leather 
and International Mr. Bootblack (IML/ IMBB) 


contests represent a wide range of ages. And 
I think it's significant that both the first IML 
titleholder (David Kloss, IML 1979) and the 
first International Ms Leather titleholder 
(Judy Tallwing McCarthy, IMsL 1987) are still 
relevant and still respected. ( recently saw a 
virtual presentation by the Leather Archives & 
Museum in which Tallwing McCarthy shared 
reminiscences. It was fascinating!) And there 
are other examples of titleholders from many 
contests who have stayed involved and relevant 
in the leather/BDSM/fetish community over 
many years. 

For my final, and perhaps most personal, ex- 
ample of age being respected in leather, I need 
look no further than the former leather colum- 
nist for the Bay Area Reporter in San Francisco, 
the legendary Mr. Marcus. He started writing 
his leather column in 1971 and continued writ- 
ing his column, and judging leather contests, 
for the next 38 years. He was still active and 
relevant when he died in 2009 at age 77. 

Everyone is growing older—all the time. 
May we all, of whatever age, have the blessing 
of growing older and still staying relevant and 
respected. E 
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SERVE OUR SOCIETY | BY MIKE MARCOTTE 


Hope House 


Stillwater nonprofit hiring staff to assist clients living with HIV 


Up the hill from Main Street in Stillwater, a 
house offers independence for members of the 
LGBT community. 

Founded in 1991, Hope House of St. Croix 
Valley provides a non-judgmental home for 
people living with HIV. 

“We take care of people living with HIV who 
can no longer live independently due to comor- 
bid conditions that may or may not be related 
to one’s HIV disease,” said Hope House Execu- 
tive Director Bill Tiedemann. “We assist our 
clients to live as independent as possible in the 
home and community of their choice. 

“Individuals we serve may have diabetes, 
heart disease, high blood pressure (hyper- 
tension), psychiatric disorders, or substance 
abuse,” Tiedemann added. “Comorbidities 
tend to increase a person’s need for health care 
and the cost of care while decreasing the per- 
son’s ability to function in the world.” 

Due to Minnesota guidelines, Hope House 
classifies as a licensed adult foster care facility 
with a maximum of four residents. Each person 
has their own bedroom and bathroom. 

Trained staff are available to assist individu- 
als with medications, meals, and transportation 
to activities. 

“ love the surroundings,” one Hope House 
resident told Lavender. “Living at Hope House 


E Fóunded 30 years ago, 
Hope House of St. Croi: 
Valley provides indepen' 
idence to HIV-positive 
members of the LGB 
community. Photo cour 
tesy of Hope Hougê 
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` Hope House overlooks Stillwater and the St. Croix River Valley. The residence hasapacityfor fõur Eu ; 
dente who live with HIV. Photo courtesy Hope Hoúse/Kristinã Lynn Phos g 


in the middle of Stillwater is lovely. This home 
is located in a quiet neighborhood overlooking 
a peaceful ravine filled with fragrances, trees, 
birds and people walking their pets. It's a joy 
to live here!” 


HOPE@HOME 

According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), in 2018 over half of people 
with diagnosed HIV living in the United States 


and dependent areas were aged 50 and older. 

In Minnesota, 50% of the 9,100 individuals 
with HIV are over the age of 50. Of those, 19% 
are 60 years and older. 

Because of that, Hope House launched its 
Hope@Home program to help ensure mem- 
bers of the LGBTQIA+ community diagnosed 
with HIV can maintain their independence as 
they age. 

Those in the seven-county metro area can 
utilize individualized home supports, including 
adaptive skills and household management; 
independent living skills, from self-care and im- 
proving communication; and access to 24-hour 
emergency assistance. 

“While effective HIV treatment has de- 
creased the likelihood of AIDS-defining ill- 
nesses among people aging with HIV, many 
HIV-associated non-AIDS conditions occur 
frequently in older persons with HIV, such as 
cardiovascular disease, diabetes, renal disease, 
and cancer,” Tiedemann stated. 

Researchers estimate that between 25 and 
50% of people with HIV have HIV-Associated 
Neurocognitive Disorder (HAND), a spectrum 
of cognitive, motor, and/or mood disorders cat- 
egorized into three levels: asymptomatic, mild, 
and HIV-associated dementia. 

Researchers are studying how HIV and its 
treatment affect the brain, including the effects 
on older people living with HIV. 


SERVE OUR SOCIETY BY MIKE MARGOTTE 


“Hope@Home is geared to assist folks to 
stay independent and in their homes longer,” 
Tiedemann said. “We believe we can help 
people stay out of institutional care as long as 
possible.” 


NOW HIRING 

Kathleen Hill has worked for Hope House 
for over 20 years. 

“Hope House has been like a second home 
to me over all these years,” Hill said. “I have 
been so fortunate to have met so many unigue 
individuals over the years that have truly 
touched my soul.” 

Due to COVID, Hope House saw a staffing 
shortage. 

“During the peak of the pandemic, Hope 
House experienced an outbreak,” Tiedemann 
said. “All four of our residents and two of our 
staff became infected. I am grateful to tell you 
that everyone came through without serious 
illness or death. 

“When our outbreak occurred, we immedi- 
ately lost about 80% of our staff due to fear,” Ti- 
edemann continued. “We went from 14 staff to 
three. Thankfully, we had support from the Min- 
nesota Department of Human Services to access 
emergency staffing. We still have not returned to 
the staffing levels pre-COVID outbreak.” 

When this article went to print, both full- 
and part-time Care Partner positions were 
open at Hope House, and both include a sign- 
ing bonus. You can see career opportunities on 
their website, www.hopehousescv.org. 

Hill, who recruits new staff, loves that Hope 
House provides a judgement-free environment 
for everyone. 
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“In Minnesota, 50% 9,100 individuals living with H 
House of St. Croix ensures they can Stay indepe 
> Hope House/Kristina Lynn Photography & n 


“We offer a place to be yourself and be 
safe,” Hill said. “At Hope House you do not 
have to hide who you are. We are an affirming 
place to live and work.” 

I asked a Hope House resident what their 
life would be like if it wasn't for Hope House. 

“ fear I would be living in a nursing home. 
I would probably feel pretty lonely and discon- 
nected from the community. At Hope House, 
that fear is gone. I have a place to live that pro- 


i 


d maintain their indepen- 


é over the age of 50. Hope 
tas they age. Photo courtesy 


vides me with the support I need to live my life 
as independently as possible.” 


LIVE INDEPENDENTLY 


Hope House receives funding through 
Community Access for Disability Inclusion 
(CADD, a program that provides home- and 
community-based services to children and 
adults with disabilities who require the level 
of care provided in a nursing facility. They also 
accept donations as a nonprofit organization. 

“Everyone wants to live independently, so 
we strive to empower our residents to live as 
independently as possible even if their medi- 
cal issues make it impossible,” Tiedemann 
said. “[Its] not how we define independence, 
but how they define independence. It’s a core 
value of Hope House of St. Croix Valley and it’s 
also a core value for me personally.” 

The work Hope House is doing is critical. 
Said a Hope House resident, “My guess is if I 
were living anywhere else, I would have lost a 
few years off of my life.” 

You can learn more about Hope House of 
St. Croix Valley by visiting www.hopehousescv. 
org. E 


You can nominate a nonprofit for Lavender's 
Serve Our Society series by emailing mike@give- 
methemike.com. See previous stories on Mike’s 
website, www.givemethemike.com. 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising O 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER GARE 


MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


DISABILITY RESOURCES 

Disability Hub MN 

Free statewide resource to help solve 
problems, navigate the system and plan 
for your future. 

1-866-333-2466 

www.disabilityhubmn.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 

www .familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. “Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOGIAL SERVICES 

Children's Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome @chlss.org 


www.chliss.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minnesota State Parks & Trails 

There are 75 Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas ready for you to explore! 
(888) 646-6367 

www.mndnr.gov/parks 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 


Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 


www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 
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AUTO REPAIR & SERVIGE 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVIGES 


—— SAS 
ROERING 


ACETO BODY 


` J Lage 
Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 
Schedule today to get ready for spring cruising 


Family Owned & 
_ Operated Since 1950 


HAGENS 2232 
Estimates 7am-Spm- All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls + 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


Account Executive. Lavender Media is 
seeking to add a Twin Cities-based “Account 
Executive” to our sales team. We are looking 
for an outgoing, organized, self-driven & 
motivated professional with excellent phone, 
writing and presentation skills. Candidates 
should enjoy working directly with clients 
who are interested in growing their business 
hrough Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. This 
is a full-time position that includes base pay 
+ commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, 
ife insurance and LTD. Please send your cover 
etter and resume to stephen.rocheford@ 
avendermagazine.com 


Administrative Assistant. Lavender Media 
is looking for an Administrative Assistant/ 
Distribution Coordinator; 15 — 20 hours 
per week. Veterans and students are 
strongly encouraged to apply. Summary 
of Responsibilities: Handling of business 
transactions, such as, invoicing, payment 
processing, deposits and data-entry; 
administrative functions range ` from 
processing incoming/outgoing mail, reporting, 
contract coordination and answering phone; 


distribution ` functions include handling 
subscriptions, distribution ` site analysis, 
recording returns and reporting. Working 


knowledge of QuickBooks Pro in addition to 
Excel & Word. Associate degree or equivalent 
work experience is desired. Please send 
your cover letter and resume to stephen. 
rocheford@lavendermagazine.com. 


ss 


The Guthrie is hiring. 


www.guthrietheater.org/Work-With-Us 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming e Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage » Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


SCH 7 + 


GUN SHOPS 


| ue YOUR TARGET? —_— 


Sight-in Package 
ep post 
| NA $50 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


SR, 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


INSURANCE 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Your sexual concern 
doesn't need to be a problem. 


The stigma stops here. 


CENTRE FOR 
SEXUAL WELLNE 


612-208-7704 


www.eentreforsexualwellness.org = 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto * Home : Life 
* Relocations to the 

Twin Cíties area 


State Farm Insurance 


Office: (612) 781-3454 


www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com \@ 


HOME SERVIGES 


LANDSGAPE DESIGN 


Serving you for over 100 years! ==SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW. SODERLIN. COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


Gardening Angel 
Garden Design 


Design - Install - Maintain 
Residential & Commercial 


Margi MacMurdo 


612.206.7089 
gardeningangel612@gmail.com 


612.562.TRIO 


www.triolandscaping.com 
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WINTERSET INGIM 


OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


The 2000s Made Me Gay: 
Essays on Pop Culture 
Grace Perry 
St. Martins Griffin 
$16.99 

Perry, who came to gaydom growing up through the aughts and its pleth- 
ora pop culture, wittily and keenly describes her generation's travels through 
those unpromised lands to finally craft their own gueer selves. Actually, more 
of a who created whom process; a myriad TV shows radiating veiled hints and 
suggestions left much to the young viewers’ imaginations, while their crushes 
and responses influenced writers’ input. Contributor to The New Yorker and 
Reductress, Perry shows and uncomfortable breadth of knowledge of the plot- 
lines and characters riffing through The L Word, Dawson's Creek, Glee, Mean 
Girls, The Disney Channel, and why J.R. Rowling so belatedly outed Dumb- 
ledore. While none of these had real LGBTQ+ characters, what the viewers 
and listeners inferred, shaped a generation. May her words spark conversa- 
tion. 


While Justice Sleeps 
Stacy Abrams 
Doubleday 
$28 

Abrams's taut thriller centers around Justice Howard Wynn, once a com- 
manding figure who controlled the SCOTUS's swing vote, who has suddenly 
slipped into a coma, hospitalized and unresponsive. Immediately, political wran- 
gling erupts, one faction urging his immediate replacement, while Wynn’s law 
clerk, Avery Keene, is horrified when told she was his appointed legal guard- 
ian. Willing or not, she now wields his power of attorney, her decisions po- 
tentially affecting the future of the country. Avery’s dogged research reveals 
Wynn himself had been researching a controversial court case concerning the 
proposed merger of American biotech and Indian genetics companies. Was 
Wynn poisoned, or was his coma self-induced? Avery finally realizes Justice 
Wynn had set her a cunning puzzle: can she solve it in time? A gripping read. 


Winterset in Time: Growing Up 
Gay in Small Town lowa 
Phillip Truckenbrod 
Holly Grove Books 
$14.95 

Truckenbrod presents a portrait of a near idyllic small midwestern town 
in mid-twentieth century. His writing casts a glow around his childhood com- 
munity and its individual members, yet is seen with a clear eye and a soft, but 
present irony. Through it all the young boy, a shy church mouse by his own 
definition, is keenly aware-though not overly disturbed-that he never makes 
it as “one of the boys,” and is, moreover, one of the “boys who hadn't figured 
out how to appreciate girls as much as the script called for.” His younger 
brother, Richard, the beloved town fire chief for several decades, figured it 
out, while Phillip found his own partner in a wider realm, bigger city, keeping 
Winterset in his heart. 


Jacob's School Play Starring He, 
She, and They 
lan Hoffman and Sarah Hoffman 
Magination Press 
$16.99 

The third in the Hoffmans’ chronicles of young Jacob who debuted in Ja- 
cob's Room to Choose, followed by Jacob’s New Dress (“one of the American 
Library Association's most banned books of the decade.”) Now, as classmates 
work together putting on a farmyard play, Jacob notices Ari painting swirls. To 
his question of Ari's role, Ari replies, “Water,” while to his “Boy or Girl?” Ari 
informs, “There's more than just boy and girl.” Ms. Reeves, noticing Jacob's 
confusion, sits and explains, “This isn't about what you wear. This is about 
what you are inside,” adding, “From the outside, we can't see who anybody is 
on the inside. So we have to trust them when they tell us.” A gentle introduc- 
Don to gender diversity and pronoun options. E 
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REAL ESTATE 


Palm Springs Homes & Lifestyle 


2222 


REALTOR* 


*612.387.3985 


© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
© CurtLarsonHomes.com 
© CalBRE #01974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY | Properties 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


Amazing Views, fully rehabbed immaculate 
2 bed Cherokee Heights home in St. Paul 
- fireplace, deck, large yards, insulated 
house and garages, storage, laundry, no 
smoking, no pets - $2400, references. Photos 
at www.facebook.com/marketplace/ 
item/28241 44421 131366/ 


LAVENDER LINK 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


ENTER YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
YOUR NAME. 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A 
we CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. — 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, 
LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE! 


LAVENDER LINK 


5% ALC./VOL. | 100 CALORIES | 1G SUGAR 


BASED ON A 12 OZ. SERVING SIZE | PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY | 02021 HARD SELTZER BEVERAGE COMPANY LLC, BOSTON, MA 


Schneiderman's 


FURNITURE 


je peser ati | 


| Et pe 


Lakeville Plymouth Roseville Woodbury Duluth 
952.435.3399 763.551.3544 651.633.7042 651.730.0321 ZIEL ZS, 2502 


schneidermans.com 


